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As the world’s 
population continues 
to grow, we must 
ensure that Australian 
agriculture is equipped 
to make the most of 
its opportunities. 



We need  
great minds

The future of Australian agriculture 
is strong. Driven by the world’s 
growing population, food security 
and supply chain reliability are  
even more important now than  
they have ever been.

To ensure that global demand can be met,  
industry will be reliant on great minds; people  
with real practical skills, knowledge, innovative  
ideas, entrepreneurial talents and a strong  
business acumen.

Marcus Oldham is committed to this charge  
but we need your support…..

Bruce Wilson

Chairman, 
Marcus Oldham Council
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Educating  
great minds 

Australian agriculture is unique and 
provides enormous scope to perform 
across an expansive and diverse 
range of industries on a global level. 

In order to embrace the increasing opportunities that 
agriculture offers, Australia needs to be educating 
a new kind of farmer and agribusiness manager. 

By 2025 the world will see a 20 percent increase  
in population; that is, an additional 1.5 billion people 
to feed and clothe. By 2050, the world will need  
to increase its global food production by more 
than 70 percent to meet this demand. 

It’s an opportunity from which the next generation 
farmer and agribusiness manager can prosper. Future 
leading food and fibre producers will be those at the 
forefront of technologies; who can analyse, adopt 
and implement the latest technical and scientific 
practices into their production systems. 

For more than 50 years, Marcus Oldham has been 
delivering real world, face-to-face educational 
programs which have served our graduates well. 
However, as industry demands escalate, so too  
do the aspirations of our students. 

With the increasing need to connect and 
communicate with like-minded people worldwide, 
technology and innovative learning experiences  
are becoming even more important. 

To ensure that our graduates are equipped 
to lead this charge, we need to educate more 
effectively and strategically than ever before. 

The time is now…..we need to grow and provide 
academic opportunities for a range of study needs. 
We need to expand our ability to teach in an array 
of mediums and environments. We need to enrich 
our students and provide each and every individual 
with the ability to obtain the very best educational 
experience available and career opportunity possible. 
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Fourth year student  
Oliver Vidor
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Bachelor of Business (Agriculture) 
student, Oliver Vidor from Tasmania, 
is focused on getting his degree and 
blending his on-farm experience with 
his off-farm agribusiness interest.

“ We have to push our 
productivity and efficiency 
and connect with the 
world through innovation 
and technology.”



Connecting 
 great minds

Entrepreneurship is not a new approach and in Australia 
we have a history of innovative pioneers in business, 
science and agriculture. Effective entrepreneurship 
is about risk assessment, innovation, planning and 
management for the best business outcome. 

Marcus Oldham’s courses build on the theme of 
entrepreneurial endeavour and many graduates  
are proof of success. 

To enhance the development of innovative, 
entrepreneurial and globally aware students, it is 
Marcus Oldham’s bold ambition to build a new, 
truly connected heart to the campus… a state 
of the art Learning Centre providing a range of 
dynamic learning spaces and opportunities.

In what will arguably be the single, most important 
development project in Marcus Oldham’s history, 
The Learning Centre will provide a modern 
resource for the whole community to share ideas 
and experiences; connecting lecturers, students, 
international academic visitors and graduates alike. 

Marcus Oldham will access knowledge sharing  
from business leaders of some of the world’s  
most progressive companies. Leading educators  
will provide a rich insight into international best 
practice and future entrepreneurial opportunities  
for students. 

Integrating lectures with international thought 
leaders will be an exciting and innovative 
component of the learning that Marcus Oldham 
will have the ability to offer through the Centre’s 
advanced technological capabilities.

The new Learning Centre will have the phenomenal 
ability to fuel and connect great minds all over the 
world and provide learning opportunities never 
before available to a Marcus student.

Dr Simon Livingstone

Principal, 
Marcus Oldham College
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Dr Peter Jamieson, 
Strategic Advisor on Learning Environments

“ This Centre will provide 
each student with a rich 
mix of innovative study 
and teaching spaces to 
optimise their learning 
experiences.” 



Building  
great minds 

The state of the art Learning Centre will 
instill a new and modern heart to our 
campus, enabling Marcus Oldham 
to maintain its leadership in teaching 
excellence as it looks to the future.

The new generation learning spaces engineered 
by internationally acclaimed Strategic Advisor on 
Learning Environments, Dr Peter Jamieson, will provide 
a superior setting for both students and lecturers; 
enabling a more interactive and collaborative learning 
experience which, research has established, provides 
a more effective educational outcome for students. 

These authentic learning approaches are more 
consistent with the ‘real world’ environments 
in which students will ultimately operate upon 
graduation. For our lecturers, the new lecture  
room settings will support a wider range of 
teaching methodologies and allow an increased 
number  of students to enrol in and benefit from 
the suite of agricultural programs offered. 

The new Centre with its mix of facilities and 
amenities will, without doubt, become the  
academic hub of the campus and make a firm 
statement throughout industry of Marcus Oldham’s 
commitment to academic excellence for the benefit 
of Australian agriculture and the equine industry.
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A new heart to the campus 
that brings students, 
graduates, educators 
and the global college 
community together.

An innovative learning experience...

A state of the art 
learning centre that 
will provide the entire 
college community 
with advanced 
technological and 
communications 
capabilities.

Flexible learning 
spaces that facilitate 
innovative teaching 
techniques, enable 
small and large 
group collaboration 
and empower every 
student with an 
individual learning 
experience.





Architectural impressions of The Learning Centre



A transformative design experience

The inclusion of the academic offices within 
The Learning Centre further increases the 
opportunity for students and lecturers 
to have one-on-one interaction and build 
strong and personal bonds.

External teaching spaces which will provide 
students with invaluable practical insight 
and hands on experiences.

The reading lounge has been designed to 
compliment the wellness and resilience program 
embedded in all of our academic courses.

A state of the art meeting room connecting 
global industry leaders.

Innovative technological and communication 
systems providing students with seamless 
connection to the world. Virtual interaction, 
recording and editing facilities are some of the 
features that students will be able to benefit from.

A new heart to the College that allows 
students, staff and the wider college 
community to come together. 

A place to converse, celebrate and connect 
with what was and what will be.

Three flexible learning spaces that facilitate 
modern teaching concepts, including large group 
learning and real-world working environments.

Marcus Oldham Foundation The Learning Centre
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Courses available

Master of Agribusiness 

Graduate Diploma of Agribusiness 
Graduate Certificate of Agribusiness

Bachelor of Business (Agriculture) 
Bachelor of Business (Agribusiness) 

Associate Degree of Farm Business Management 
Associate Degree of Agribusiness

Diploma of Agribusiness 
Diploma of Equine Management

“ Of all the philanthropic possibilities that 
the Myer family could contribute to, the 
combination of agriculture and education 
was one of the most exciting. Developing 
the next generation of keen minds to 
manage Australia’s agricultural resources is 
why I chose to partner with Marcus Oldham.

  I am very proud of the importance my 
family and the provision Murradoc farm 
has played in seeding this project.”

 – Philip Myer

Seeding 
great minds

The College Foundation is 
delighted to acknowledge 
the generous contribution 
made by Philip Myer, 
through the provision 
of his Murradoc Farm in 
Drysdale. The sheer passion 
and dedication that the 
Myer family has towards 
educating young people for 
the betterment of Australian 
agriculture is exciting and 
extremely humbling. 

Though our work is by 
no means done, the Myer 
Family’s involvement in 
this project, together with 
additional support provided 
by the College, ensures that 
we are 50 percent closer to 
realisation. The remaining 
funds required will rely 
solely on the generosity  
of our College community.

It is anticipated that 
construction of The 
Learning Centre will 
commence in late 2018, 
with completion planned 
for the commencement of 
the 2020 year. The College 
Foundation aims to raise 
$5 million over this time. 



The future of Australian agriculture 
is rich with opportunity that relies 
on nurturing great minds.

Together, we must take action to grow our pool of new industry leaders, 
ensuring they are equipped with the skills and vision to successfully 
respond to the challenges and opportunities the future holds.

The Opportunity

Australian agriculture 
is strong and positioned 
to grow as the world 
population grows:

20% 
increase in population 
by 2025.

30% 
of existing workforce 
will leave by 2023 
mainly due to ageing.

Many farms are now under 
corporate management, 
which has introduced new 
workforce characteristics 
and demands.

Agriculture is experiencing 
professionalisation across  
the board – a change  
that is happening whether  
or not we respond.

70% 
increase in global food 
production to meet 
demand in 2050.

Agribusiness

The face of agriculture 
is changing with demand 
for a new workforce and 
the professionalisation  
of farming.

National Footprint

Marcus Oldham is 
a national college with 
students attending 
from across the country. 
Graduates are prominent 
industry leaders who 
hold significant positions 
both in Australia and 
internationally.
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Marcus Oldham College 
Foundation Office

145 Pigdons Road, 

Waurn Ponds  

Victoria 3216

Postal Address: 

Private Bag 116, 

Geelong Mail Centre  

Victoria 3216

Freecall: 1800 625 500 

T: (03) 5247 2919 

F: (03) 5244 1263

E: foundation@marcusoldham.vic.edu.au

marcusoldham.vic.edu.au


